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might be, lie said, ecthe people which succeeded in creating the Soviet regime
cannot perish/'*   Such a people will triumph over ail difficulties.

Lenin consulted with Stalin in every step he took in his effort to conclude
peace. He3 jointly with Stalin, drew iip the instructions for the Soviet
delegation that was sent to conduct peace negotiations in Brest-Litovsk,
One day the delegation telegraphed to Lenin asking for further instructions.
Lenin replied : "Stalin is not here, and I have not been able to inform Mm...
I would like to consult Stalin before answering you." Shortly afterwards
Lenin telegraphed to the delegation staling : "Stalin has just arrived, I will
discuss the matter with him immediately and send you our joint answer/*
The instruction to sign the peace treaty was sent to Brest-Litovsk over the
signatures of Lenin and Stalin.

Trotsky and his accomplice Bukharin were no less furiously opposed to
the conclusion of peace with Germany than the bourgeoisie, the Socialist-
Revolutionaries and the Mensheviks. With a view to placing the Soviet
Republic in danger of being crushed by the German imperialists they and
their followers pursued a provocative policy, masked by revolutionary
phrases, demanding the continuation of the war. On January 28, 1918,
Trotsky, the head of the Soviet peace delegation, treacherously flouted the
direct instructions of the Bolshevik Party and refused to sign the peace
treaty. On February 18, the German Army launched an offensive,, and
a grave danger menaced the Land of Soviets*

On the morning of February 18, a meeting of the Central Committee of
the Bolshevik Party was called, at which Lenin insisted that a telegram be
sent to the Germans offering to conclude peace at once. Trotsky and Bu-
kharin persisted in their provocative policy of fomenting war, arguing that the
"Germans would not dare advance/* and Lenin's proposal was rejected by a
majority of one vote. Several hours later, grim facts proved how utterly
false were the arguments of these traitors. The Germans did iatmch an
offensive along the whole front. The remnants of the old army could not
withstand the well-armed German hordes. Meeting with scarcely any
resistance, the German forces advanced rapidly and soon Petrograd was
menaced. Not a moment was to be lost,

The Central Committee of the Bolshevik Party met again that evening.
Lenin and Stalin fiercely attacked Trotsky and Bukharia and revealed the
treacherous character of their policy. In the end, the majority of the mem-
bers of the Central Committee voted in favour of Lenin's motion that the
German government be informed that the Soviet Government was prepared
to conclude an-immediate peace.

On the night of February 18, Lenin, on behalf of the Council of People's
Commissars, sent a radio telegram to the German Government to the effect
that the Council was prepared to conclude peace. The German imperialists*
however, were in no hurry to reply. Meanwhile, their forces were con-
tinuing to advance. It was not until February 22y that they agreed to
conclude peace, but offered even harsher terms than before.

Lenin spent these days in tireless efforts to secure support for Ms peace
policy, On February 19, he delivered two speeches on war and peace, one
at the meeting of the Council of People's Commissars, and the other at a joint
conference of Bolshevik and "Left** SociaHst-Revolutionary members of
the All-Russian Central Executive Committee, delegates to the Petrograd
Conference of Bolsheviks, and delegates to the Al-Russian Congress of
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